Tragedy and a legal battle result
from confrontations in an Ocoee field.




Family demands driver
be punished in fatality

By ANTHONY COLARDSS!
SINTINLIL STAF? WHETER

Mearly sik months ago, Jamie
McWilliamms recelved the kind of early
morning lelephone call every parent
fears: Emergency-room  officials
wanted her to identify the body of a
young man they thought was her son.

Justin McoWilliama, a 20-vear-old
from Ocoee and a popular baseball
player in wesl Crange, had been run
over by & truck. The driver was anoth-
e young min nomed Justin,

In fact, 1R-vear-ald Justin Allen
wits close (o graduating from 'West
Urango High School the ni his
Chewy Silverado struck MeWillams,
who hod gradusted from the same
schonl in 2000,

The force of the impagt erushed
McWilliams' skull and snspped his
brain stem

Bl Jamie and Mark Mo\ illiams
enid they feel they heve never learned
fhe true story of their son's death
April 7. They knmew undernge drink-
ing, adolescent machismo and bad
judgment had all playved a part. And
they knew their son had heen keft fars
down in o pasture, while the drver of the vehi-
cle that hit him had fled,

Since thedr son was killed, they have cam-
paigned for “Jostice for Justin MeWillisms,” us-
ing e-mails and T-shins distributed around
witsl Dmnngte County,

“My =son wasn't perfect, bul he was a pregy
divmin good kid, and ke didnt deserve to die like
this," said Jamie McWillians, wivo has prodded
lw enforcement (o ré-examine the case,

Cn Sept. 3, authorities cherged Justin Alen
of Winter Garden with leaving the scene of an

Lawsuit, Justin
MeWilliames [ahova)
died wheen struck by
a truck driven by
Justin Allen bk,

accident involving a death, afelony

Dn Sept. 20, the McWillisms fami-
ly bOled a wrongful desth |awsuit
against Allen, alleging he drove neck-
lessly and with "8 conscious disre-
gard” for Justin McWillinms' life. The
wult asks for more than $15000 in

BE,

“This case cries vul for & commu-
nuify resolution, and that's what & jury
is for,” =aid Ruszell Troutman, the
McWilliams® sitormey, “This is going
to be & litigetion battle in which no
prisoners are taken,”

But Justin Allen's father and erime-
nal defense attorney [nslst that swhist
the MeWilliams family wants to know
50 badly mey cause even mors pain,

Harrson Sksughter, Allen's law-
ver, said, "Justn McWillilams |5 the
criminal hage."

Whila the two sides have differing
daecounts of what happened the early
marning of April 7, a Florids Highway
Palrol report, statemonts by witness-
es gnd 111 tapes report the fallowing:

Justin MoWilliams amd a group of
his friends crashed a camiping party
held by Justin Allen on his father's
1Z200-acre property off Winter Gar-
den-Vineland Road

The teenagers camping out had been drink-
ing, including Justin Allen, [nvestigniors
learned. MeWhllinms' friends say they went to
the property to retrieve & cell phone dropped
there earlier. Afer finding if, several young
men, Including McWilliams, decided o walk
| 2 miles to the campsite,

Aot of 1he young men had been drinking as
well, including Justin McWilllams, investiga-

rieast ser DEATH, B2
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FEAMN BPVERNTHE O ANTO *
Campaign. lamie McWilliams wears & T-shirt the family created, The McWilllams Family has fled a wrangful death lw

Driver’s attorney claims group
attacked his client’s campsite
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tors wers told.
_ Allen's friends say Justin McWil-
limms and his buddies went o the
campsite (o cause trouble. Earlier ak
the campsite, words had been ex-
changed between Allen's guests and
several aninvited bovs from Ocoee
MeWillms swas not there than

Later that night, Me'Williams met
up with the Ococe group and they all
wenl (o the campsite. In sworm stafe-
ments, Allen’s friends say (he Ovooe
group attecked them in their tents as
iney fiepl, mitting them with ten
poles. Nobody was sesiously b

Slaughter likened the epizode to 4
“home invasion.” saying the group
trespassed on privile property. Dur-
ing the confrontation, 8 friend of Jus-
tin Allen offered to drive McWillioms
and his friends back to the front gate
of the property.

"1 said, “Just lesve me alune, and
I'll give yvou guys o ride up to the
fromnt,” " Matt Murphy told FHP inves-

iigaiurs, i
McWilliems'  friend — Jeshua
George told g he gskad

Murphy 1o drive them to the edge of
the property.

McWilliams and the others got in-
tnthe fruck bed. Allen and his friends
soon followed in Allen's Silverado,
Burch Allen his son was maki
sure his hugxlmn*l petting lid-
i

SITEF e : (Wl e,
MoWilllams and his friends i
oul of the pickup, Allen's vehicle sat
in the distance. Allen's friends say
MoWilliams then pulled off his shirt
ind charged Allen’s vehicle.

But McWillisms® friends say that
afier a'brief stare-down, Allen's ruck
suddenly raced loward them and

they seaiiered,
"He floored it, came nl us,” Joshug
George  fold  investipators.  “And

when | sow Justin [McWilliams|, he
wils trying to get ouf of the way, and
he mipped And then while he was
falling. the trick hit him and man him
over,

{reorge acknowledged in an infer-
view Friday that he thought il was a
bad idea 1o go out to the campsite in
the first place.

George said he doesn't think Jus-
tinn Adben hit Justin MeWilllams inten-
tionally; George aabd he thinks Allen
was trying to stare the group.

“lAdlen] eould have backed up,
tumed around and went the other
wity,” Geore said

Jusi betore MeWilllams was his,
Allen dialed 811 on his cell phone
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and demanded police be sent to the
The faped call does
SuUggest 1
pending confronwation. Early in the
call, Allen fold & passenger in his
truck, "Il fus — 1 min "em ower

Seconds lnter, Allen's truck struck
MW illiams.

“Ubh, miy Ciod,” Allen said. "1 didn't
know he would do that.”

Sobbing. Allen told the dispatche
er, “He dove out in frond af my [ex-
pletive] tre."

Bhortly after that, a male voice {n
Allen’s car can be heard saying
“Let’s go and get rid of the beer (s
whit we need to do,”

Alfen drove away from the scens,
egalngt the dispatcher's demands,

Wou need to stay there until the
Fu_:llll:e gel thers,” the dispatcher mold
AT,

"1 can’t stay there,” Allen is heard
iliﬁdng an the tape. “They're going (o

us”

Allen retumned to the scene after
abeut 21 minutes, said Slsughter and
Allen’s Father. McWilllams® frends
say it toak more than an kour.

Investigators tested  Allen  and
MeWilliams fior aleohal and found
both had Been drinking. The incident
occurmied esbout 3:30 pm. Allen
wasn't given a blood-aleohol test une
al 7 ram,

The resulis showed thai Allen
probahly had a blood-aloohaol level of
JME At the time of the incident — low-
ur thun Florida's legal limit of .080.

MeWillinms' blood-alcobol level
was 14 Investigators sadd the aleo-
hal “would impair his judgment,
depth perception, coordinnticn, per-
coption and reaction time,”

Sluughter and Allen say the cump-
erd think MeWilliams iripped and fell
tnaditch jusi belore hie was strucl,

"McWillinms fell in & hale, It was
unaccident," Slaughter said.

£

Troutman. the attorney lor the
McWilliams family, also calls the
death an accident, but one “that was
catised by negligence.”

Butch Allen, 41, told his son &t tha
stene that McWilliams died. Allen
gaid his son was distraught and cried
for days.

Justin Allen, whio received death
threats in the following weeks,
woubdn®t o to his high school prom
out of fear, He wenl (v his graduation
wil bodyvguurd, Todey, he is at-

g an vear at the Unl-

him not 1o tu.]'h nbouy

i ]

thi= night, 1 defy you to find

i erson anywhere who had a
blem with my son,” Butch Allen
_'Ntl'ir. he's gor a millian ene-

fallout from  MoWilliams'
hasn't stopped. At West Cr-
High School, where both
 Tha &'m:lAl!m's Vaunger sjs-
attend  classes, the principal
¥ e students from weartng “Jus-
o for Justin MeWilliams™ T
e mmmmah:lnglhls
scihool & debate point for that,” said
incipal Mike Armbnister. *Tt's not

5" hewaore throughout his besehall
career, which climexed when he
gipodlmmw&qtlflmngem

1908 Big League World Series,
"We wont mocountebility,” hiz
said, “And [ want this boy
| 1o pay some bvpe of & price for
my hov and killing

L.

i §heé has compleined to Gov, Jeh
dush that Justin Allen still has his
dnfvers license. Under state law, driv-
el under the age of 21 found with o
bl glechal [evel of U2 or higher
thedr licenses suspended,

An official with the state Depart-
ment of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles confirmed Friday his office
peated paperwork aboul Justin Al-
blood-afcohol level and the
ninal charge. The afficial sad (he
Apanment plans 10 suspend his [i-
se for up to a vesr,
Mark McWillinms savs he wants
toknow the truth about the night his
son died — even i it hurts. "As a par-
T, woil wisiild want o know.”




